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FACTS  

1. Junkers Ju 52 

▪ Manufacturer: Junkers Flugzeugwerke AG in Dessau 
▪ Type: Three-engine all-metal commercial aircraft 
▪ Nickname: Tante Ju, in the USA: Iron Annie 
▪ Production period: 1932 to 1952 
▪ Maiden flight of the Ju 52/1m (freighter): 1930 
▪ Maiden flight of the Ju 52/3m: 7 March 1932 

▪ Proportion of fleet: In the mid-1930s, Ju 52s accounted for approx. 50% of the LH fleet. 

 

1.1. Special features 

▪ Robust construction and reliability 
▪ Economical to operate and easy to maintain 
▪ Low landing speed, due to Junkers high-wing configuration, making it suitable for use on small 

unpaved airfields 
▪ Depending on the mission, the Ju 52 flew with landing gear, floats or snow skids 

 

1.2. Historical facts  

1932 
The first Ju 52s built, with serial numbers 4008 and 4009, are exported to 
Bolivia. 

May 1932 Lufthansa receives its first Ju 52 with the registration D-2201 

October 1932 
With the start of the winter timetable, Lufthansa puts a Ju 52 into scheduled 
service on the Alpine route. 

1934 First ferry flight of a Lufthansa Ju 52 to China 

October 1935 
Lufthansa’s Brazilian subsidiary “Syndicato Condor Ltda.” launches a route across 
the Andes using the Ju 52. 

July 1939 
Lufthansa launches scheduled flights between Berlin and Bangkok using the Ju 
52. 
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2. D-AQUI 

▪ Model designation: Ju 52/3m  
▪ Original engines: 3x BMW 132, each with 660 hp (originally)  
▪ Original name: “Fritz Simon”  
▪ Flight hours since 1986: approx. 11,500  
▪ Passengers since 1986: approx. 250,000  

 

2.1. Historical Facts 

6 April 1936 Maiden flight and takeover by Lufthansa 
Registration: D-AQUI, Name: Fritz Simon 

June 27, 1936 Sale to the Norwegian airline DNL 
Registration: LN-DAH, Name: Falken  

1940 
Requisitioning by the Luftwaffe following the occupation of 
Norway 
Registration: D-AQUI, Name: Kurt Wintgens 

1946 Returned to the Royal Netherlands Air Force 
Registration: LN-KAF, Name: Askeladden 

1947 Major overhaul; the aircraft is fitted with a new fuselage. 

1956 Decommissioned in Oslo 

1957 Sale to South America 

1957–1962 Stationed in Quito, Ecuador 

1970 Sale to the U.S., star of air shows as ‘Iron Annie’ 

1975 Iron Annie appears at air shows with new engines 

1984 Lufthansa purchases the D-AQUI 

April 6, 1986 D-AQUI is christened “Berlin-Tempelhof” 

June 13, 1986 The Deutsche Lufthansa Berlin-Stiftung is established in Berlin. 

1986 
Commencement of heritage flights with D-AQUI carrying 
passengers 

1991 Two-month tour of the U.S. 

2008 Last official take-off from Berlin-Tempelhof 

2018 The DLBS ceases flight operations of the “Aunt Ju” 

July 18, 2025 
Farewell from its temporary stay in Paderborn with QUAX e.V. 
and preparations for the exhibition in Frankfurt 
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2.2. Aircraft details 

Registration D-CDLH 

Historical registration D-AQUI 

Year of production 1936 

Crew Cockpit 3, Cabin 1 

Passengers 16 

Engine 
3 Pratt & Whitney PW 1340 S1 H1G Wasp nine-cylinder radial 
engines, 600 hp each 

Model Junkers Ju 52/3m 

Take-off speed 120 km/h 

Cruising speed 190 km/h 

Maximum speed 250 km/h 

Take-off run Approx. 500 m 

Landing roll Approx. 350 m 

Max. range Approx. 825 km 

Max. flight duration 4 hours, 20 mins 

Length 18.90 m 

Height 6.10 m 

Wingspan 29.25 m 

Wing area 110.50 m² 

Empty weight 8.2 tonnes 

Max. take-off weight 10.5 tonnes 

Fuel tank capacity 1,830 l 

Cruising fuel consumption 420 l/h 

Flying monument of the Free 
and Hanseatic City of 
Hamburg (relocation to PAD) 

August 2015 – February 2021 

  

  

 


